
 1 

ATLANTA SHOULD REMAIN UNDIVIDED       February 7, 2022 

Since the time when the hunter gatherers settled into communities, civilization and human progress have been 
centered in cities.  Over the past sixty years or longer, Atlanta has benefited enormously from the spirit of 
innovation and daring that have come from that energy. 

As architects and designers, we see the importance of a vibrant urban environment. We seek to learn from the 
factors that make a city great.  We strive to make our designs for the built environment contribute to the 
betterment of Atlanta and the communities we serve, we study building function, durability, form, and 
proportion. 

The strength and attractiveness of our buildings and public spaces contribute to the appeal of Atlanta as a place 
where people want to live, work, and thrive.  Though we are committed to the significance of the built 
environment as a positive contributor to Atlanta’s success, we also understand that many other factors 
converge to make our city a center of commerce, education, culture and wellbeing. 

The bricks and mortar of our buildings are tangible evidence of Atlanta’s progress; yet we recognize other 
qualities as well that are fundamental to the making and maintaining of a great city.  These include the stability 
of our government and institutions, public safety, civil and human rights, educational opportunities, recreational 
spaces, and the diversity of voices that contribute to public discourse. 

As architects and as concerned citizens, we are opposed to the efforts underway by the Buckhead Secession 
movement.  We believe that, should it be successful, the resulting balkanization of our community will be a 
major setback to Atlanta and Georgia.  We fear the damage of the instability caused by such a separation will 
have long term detrimental effects, including:   

• The loss of the highly favorable bond interest ratings that undergird the city and the state’s ability to 
expand and develop – leading to higher borrowing rates that will cost the taxpayers more.    

• The community stability that is a major factor in the choice of corporations and individuals to move to 
Atlanta will be badly damaged.   

• The public education system is likely to be thrown into disarray. 
• The tax base of the City will be disrupted leading to greater costs for all parties both within Atlanta 

and in the new Buckhead entity. 
• The growing diversity of our citizenry that has been highly beneficial to our city will be set back and 

the benefits of the range of ideas that stimulate Atlanta’s development will be stymied.  

Though we oppose Secession, we do not deny that Atlanta, like virtually every major city, has significant 
challenges – most prominent among them are crime and affordable housing. 

The best source of solutions to Atlanta’s challenges is a United Atlanta. Many Atlantans are working every day to 
improve the city.  Let us support them and continue along this promising path.  

Signers:   

Stanley L. Daniels, FAIA   Thomas W. Ventulett, FAIA 

Helen D. Hatch, FAIA   Niles Bolton, AIA    

Preston S. Stevens, FAIA   Ben R. Darmer, FAIA    
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Cheryl L. McAfee, FAIA   Jerome M. Cooper, FAIA   

Ivenue Love-Stanley, FAIA  L. Vic Maloof, FAIA    

Andrew S. Akard, AIA   John A. Busby, FAIA    

W. Ennis Parker, AIA   Joseph Gardner, FAIA    

Eugene L. Surber, FAIA   Jack H. Pyburn, FAIA    

Ken Gwinner, AIA   Howard S. Wertheimer, FAIA   

Eric F. Anderson, AIA   Samuel R. Cooper, AIA    

Peter H. Hand, FAIA   Jay G. Silverman, AIA    

Stephen T. Swicegood, FAIA  James E. Winer, AIA    

Leslie Gartner, AIA   Richard L. Taylor, FAIA      

Robert M. Cain, FAIA   William J. Stanley, FAIA 

 

 


